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Auditor of State David A. Vaudt today released a report on a special investigation of the 

Amana Colonies Land Use District (District) for the period May 21, 2007 through March 31, 2011.  

The special investigation was requested by District officials as a result of concerns regarding the 

commingling of District funds and personal funds by the former Administrator, Wallace Pasbrig.  

Mr. Pasbrig was employed by the District from May 21, 2007 to March 4, 2011. 

Vaudt reported the special investigation identified $48,220.88 of unsupported and improper 

disbursements, including: 

 $25,974.00 of unsupported and $8,877.25 of improper payroll issued to 

Mr. Pasbrig, 

 $3,656.94 and $1,253.37 for the District’s FICA and IPERS contributions on the 

unsupported and improper payroll, respectively, 

 $2,739.35 of penalties and interest related to payroll taxes, 

 $1,084.59 for an unauthorized transfer from the District’s checking account to 

Mr. Pasbrig’s personal checking account, 

 $879.35 of improper purchases using the District’s debit card,  

 $802.00 of improper payments on Mr. Pasbrig’s personal credit card account and 

 $28.51 of sales tax.  

The $48,220.88 identified also includes $1,864.90 of unsupported disbursements to Staples 

for office supplies.  According to District personnel, the frequency and number of purchases is not 

reasonable for District operations.  The amount also includes $1,060.62 for unsupported mileage 

reimbursements. 

Vaudt also reported it was not possible to determine if collections for permit fees were 

properly deposited because sufficient supporting documentation was not available.  



 

The report includes recommendations to strengthen the District’s internal control and 

overall operations, such as improvements to segregation of duties, review of supporting 

documentation and establishment of policies and procedures to ensure all Board meeting minutes 

are maintained, signed and include a listing of bills.  The Board should also implement policies 

and procedures to ensure all transfers are properly approved prior to being made and sufficient 

payroll records, including timesheets for hourly employees, are maintained.  The Board should 

also implement procedures requiring issuance of pre-numbered, pre-printed receipts for all 

collections. 

Copies of this report have been filed with the Division of Criminal Investigation, the Iowa 

County Attorney’s Office and the Attorney General’s Office.  A copy of the report is available for 

review in the Office of Auditor of State and on the Auditor of State’s web site at 

http://auditor.iowa.gov/specials/1133-0050-BE00.pdf. 
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