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Auditor of State David A. Vaudt today released a report on a special investigation of 

the Benton County Conservation Department for the period June 1, 2010 through 

November 7, 2011.  The special investigation was requested by the County Attorney as a 

result of concerns regarding certain financial transactions authorized by the former 

Conservation Department Director. 

Vaudt reported the special investigation identified $2,794.02 of improper fuel 

purchases made by the former Director, William Heber.  During an interview with 

representatives of the Benton County Sheriff’s Office, Mr. Heber admitted he purchased fuel 

for his personal vehicle starting in March 2011 on the County’s charge account.  He also 

admitted he purchased fuel on days when he was on vacation or sick leave. 

Vaudt also reported supporting documentation did not provide sufficient detail to 

determine if there were additional fuel purchases for personal vehicles.  In addition, 

camping receipts were reviewed to determine if collections were properly deposited with the 

County Treasurer, but adequate records for collections were not available to determine if all 

collections were deposited during the time period reviewed. 

The report includes recommendations to strengthen the Conservation Department’s 

internal controls and overall operations, such as improving segregation of duties, issuing 

pre-numbered receipts and preparing an initial receipts listing. 

Copies of the report have been filed with the Benton County Sheriff’s Office, the 

Division of Criminal Investigation, the Benton County Attorney’s Office and the Attorney 

General’s Office.  A copy of the report is available for review in the Office of Auditor of State 

and on the Auditor of State’s web site at http://auditor.iowa.gov/specials/1114-0006-

BE00.pdf.  
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