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 Opponents of Retention Not Popular.  Bob Vander Plaats, the leader of the 

organization The Family Leader and the effort to remove the Supreme Court Justices 
has not fared well since the 2009 decision.  Currently 36 percent express unfavorable 
views towards him, 19 percent are positive.  His negative ratings are up 20 points since 
2009. 

 
 Voters do not Oppose Accountability, but Support Freedom from Political 

Pressure.  The voters are split on the purpose of retention elections driven by one 
specific vote; 45 percent say that these elections are an opportunity to hold justices 
accountable even for one vote while 47 percent say they should be evaluated on their 
total job performance.  At the same time, 71 percent say that justices should be different 
from politicians -- free from political pressure and public opinion -- to make their 
decisions based on facts and the rule of law. 

 
Conclusion 
 
The electorate is in a very different place in 2012 than it was in 2010.  A plurality favors the 
Varnum decision and would retain the four justices on the ballot in November.  Among the most 
informed voters, support for marriage equality and retention is even higher.  It is probable that 
the Republican wave and asymmetrical spending by the opponents of marriage equality created 
an unusually hostile electorate in 2010.  The environment is quite different today; the Iowa 
Supreme Court Justices are poised for a victory in November. 


